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and outmoded programs which soak
the American taxpayer for hundreds of
millions of dollars while providing pre-
cious little in return.

We promised we would balance the
budget, not by raising taxes but by cut-
ting wasteful spending. This is a per-
fect example, the Department of Com-
merce, of wasteful spending.

Mr. Speaker, we have to crack down
on corporate welfare, and the Depart-
ment of Commerce is a good place to
begin. It is little more than a welfare
department for big corporations. We
should have the courage to eliminate
it.
f

ART MODELL MUST OBEY
CLEVELAND’S LAWS

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, year
in and year out, the Cleveland Browns
averaged 70,000 paying fans a game, but
owner Art Modell says that is not
enough. He said he is losing money.
Who is kidding whom? This move to
Baltimore is nothing but a sweetheart
deal for Modell and a raw deal for the
city of Cleveland.

Mr. Speaker, what is the surprise?
Anyone who would fire Paul Brown,
trade Paul Warfield, and cut outright
Bernie Kozar does not know the mean-
ing of loyalty or community. I am ask-
ing the Ohio attorney general to en-
force the contract between Cleveland
Browns and the city of Cleveland. If
the fine print is binding on those in the
dog pound and Mayor White, the fine
print should be binding on Art Modell.
f

THE DEMOCRATS’ STRANGE VIEW
OF THE BUDGET PROCESS

(Mr. WALKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, over the
last several weeks, we have heard some
fascinating dialog as we have discussed
the budget. I think it has been particu-
larly interesting. The Democrats, bless
their hearts, have a very strange view
of this whole budget process.

For example, when we actually cut
spending, as we are doing in the De-
fense Department, so we are spending
less in 1995 or in 1996 than we spent in
1995, they call that an increase; but
when we increase spending in programs
like Medicare above what we are spend-
ing in 1995, they call that a cut. No
wonder the budgets of the United
States were so screwed up for 40 years
while they managed this place.

f

THE REPUBLICANS’ ONGOING WAR
AGAINST MEDICARE

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 2
weeks ago this Congress cut $270 billion
in Medicare while increasing Pentagon
spending $7 billion more than the Pen-
tagon itself even asked for. Why? The
Speaker has said and the Republican
majority has said they want to pre-
serve and protect Medicare. They want
to save it by cutting it.

Let us look at a bit to history. In
1965, when Medicare was created, 87
percent of Republicans voted against
its creation.
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In the next 20 and 30 years, Repub-
lican Members of Congress continued
to try to cut Medicare. In this year,
Speaker GINGRICH said, now, we did not
get rid of Medicare in round one be-
cause we do not think that is politi-
cally smart, but we believe it is going
to wither on the vine. That is why they
are cutting Medicare. They are cutting
Medicare in order to let it wither on
the vine and they are cutting Medicare
in order to give $245 billion in tax cuts
to the wealthy. Mr. Speaker, it simply
does not make sense.

f

NOW IS THE TIME TO BALANCE
THE BUDGET

(Mrs. SEASTRAND asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. SEASTRAND. Mr. Speaker, the
discussion going on here in Congress
about balancing the Federal budget
will continue on the floor this week. I
think it is important to remember that
every day, all across this country, mil-
lions of American families gather at
the kitchen table to balance the family
budget. They do not make excuses,
they just do the right thing for the
family.

I believe now is the time for the
House and Senate to gather around the
kitchen table of America and do what
is right for America’s future. We need
to balance the budget, reform welfare,
and cut taxes so that the American
family will be able to keep more of
their own, hard-earned paycheck. The
growing expectation for a balanced
budget has already caused long-term
interest rates to fall, according to Alan
Greenspan.

No more talking about balancing the
budget, no more reading about it. Let’s
just do it. Let’s work together at the
kitchen table for the good of our Na-
tion.

f

HOSPITALS WILL BE FORCED TO
CHARGE MORE

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is not
just seniors who will be asked to pay
more under the Republican Medicare
bill. Businesses and working people can
expect to see that their health care
costs are going to rise as well. In to-

day’s health care system, private pa-
tients and their insurers pay the price
for the uninsured. This cost shifting
will accelerate under the Republican
Medicare proposal.

According to a story that ran this
weekend in the New York Times, as
Medicare payments fall short of cover-
ing the cost of care, hospitals will be
forced to make up the difference by
charging their private patients more.
Many people who work for small busi-
nesses could also lose their insurance
altogether.

An independent health care research
firm, Lewin VHI, estimates that $66
billion will be shifted on to the pri-
vately insured. That is too big of a bur-
den for our small businesses, and yet
another reason to oppose the Repub-
lican Medicare cuts.

f

A HERO IN WAR, HE DIED FOR
PEACE

(Mr. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker,
the epitaph of Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin could fill volumes. He served his
country tirelessly. He helped lead her
to triumph in the 1967 war. He won the
Nobel Prize for his efforts to bring her
an everlasting peace.

Prime Minister Rabin had the rare
ability to bring diverse people together
in the pursuit of peace. He earned the
admiration and the respect of the peo-
ple of Israel and people throughout the
world. I am shocked and saddened that
such a brave man would be brought
down so brutally.

So, in the great shadow of his loss,
this is a sad time for Israel, America,
and the world. Our thoughts and pray-
ers are with Mr. Rabin’s family and
with the people of one of America’s
closest allies, Israel. He will go down in
history as a hero in war, he died for
peace.

f

DAVID ROHDE HELD HOSTAGE

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, as the
peace negotiations between the war-
ring parties in the Bosnian conflict
continue in Dayton, an American jour-
nalist continues to be incarcerated and
held hostage by the Bosnian Serbs.

David Rohde, a journalist for the
Christian Science Monitor, was respon-
sible for exposing the killing fields
near Srebrenica in eastern Bosnia. He
is now being held in captivity, detained
by those responsible, the Bosnian
Serbs. They have charged him with,
and I quote, ‘‘Illegal border crossings
and falsifying documents.’’ He has been
tried and convicted by what our own
State Department has called, right-
fully, a kangaroo court. He has, Mr.
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Speaker, become a pawn of the Serbs in
their peace negotiations.

I suspect that Milosevic and his gang
think they can use David Rohde as a
bargaining chip in order to have us re-
duce our demands that the Serbs re-
move war criminals Karakzic and
Mladic from their commands as part of
any peace agreement. They are wrong.

Mr. Speaker, I am today urging the
Clinton administration to demand that
David Rohde and other noncombatant
personnel, including all U.N. military
and civilian personnel, be immediately
released.

f

CONGRESSIONAL LIBERALS VOICE
BOGUS CLAIM

(Mr. HERGER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, liberals
here in Congress and in the White
House love to claim that Republicans
are raising taxes on the poor because of
our efforts to reform the earned income
tax credit. This claim is bogus and is
an outright scare tactic.

EITC was set up in the 1970’s to help
working, poor families. It was designed
to be a tax refund program. Since then,
EITC has turned into a welfare pro-
gram. In fact, only one-quarter of the
$21 billion spent on EITC actually go to
tax refunds. The other three-fourths go
to welfare grants. The program has ex-
panded far beyond its original intent.

In the last 10 years, spending on the
program has increased 1,220 percent.
This is unsustainable growth.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
need to know that we are not raising
taxes on poor people. Every family cov-
ered by EITC will receive the $500 per-
child tax credit and it is an outright
fabrication to suggest that reforming
EITC is a tax increase.

f

CLINTON ADMINISTRATION AND
AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE DIF-
FERENT PRIORITIES

(Mr. EWING asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, the Clinton
administration’s top concern these
days seems to be raising the debt ceil-
ing; in other words, increasing the Gov-
ernment’s credit limit, which will be
paid by our grandchildren.

For 11 months now, the Republican
Congress has been writing a budget
which will be balanced in 7 years.
Throughout the whole process, the
President has been missing the whole
point. He needs to build consensus and
accept the agenda of the American peo-
ple.

Now the President wants us to raise
the debt limit when he has not even
stated he will sign the balanced budget
amendment over a 7-year period, nor
has he said he will sign legislation to
save Medicare or reform welfare. He

wants to increase the debt ceiling and
he is fighting nearly every Republican
proposal to cut spending and reduce
the size of Government.

Mr. Speaker, the Clinton administra-
tion’s priorities are not the same as
the American people. The American
people want to clean up this fiscal
mess, not increase the Government’s
credit limit without balancing the
budget.

f

YITZHAK RABIN DEDICATED TO
LASTING PEACE

(Mr. FORBES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in remembrance of one of the gi-
ants of the 20th century, a true hero,
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin.

Prime Minister Rabin, who was trag-
ically taken from us over the weekend,
could best be described as one of the
Founding Fathers of the State of Is-
rael, and a man dedicated to lasting
peace in the Middle East.

As a soldier, he led troops during Is-
rael’s War of Independence in 1948. As
chief of staff of the Israel Defense
Forces, he led Israel to a victory over
Arab forces in 1967. As Defense Min-
ister, he strengthened Israel’s armies
to defend against external threats, and
as Prime Minister, he pursued peace
with Israel’s enemies. Above all else,
he was a true patriot, whose commit-
ment to the people of Israel and a se-
cure future for all of its generations to
come was unequivocal.

For those of us here in America, he
was a friend, a comfortable friend, who
we came to know during his time as Is-
raeli Ambassador to the United States.

This past August, my wife, Barbara
and I, had the good fortune of spending
some time with the Prime Minister and
his lovely wife, Leah. During that visit
as I toured Israel, it was clear that
Prime Minister Rabin was undergoing
tremendous pressure from external
forces as well as internal forces, as he
so valiantly pursued the process of
peace. This and so much more shall
serve as an enduring legacy of hope and
optimism that characterized the rich
and full life of Prime Minister Rabin.
Our prayers are with the Prime Min-
ister’s family and with all Israelis dur-
ing the most difficult time.

f

PRIME MINISTER’S LEGACY TO
MOVE FORWARD FOR PEACE

(Mr. CARDIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, as a Mem-
ber of the congressional delegation
that attended Mr. Rabin’s funeral, let
me share with you some of my observa-
tions from returning from Jerusalem.

Mr. Rabin was truly a unique individ-
ual who pursued peace, and his loss will
be deeply felt in the peace process,

make no mistake about that. We have
lost a unique individual who was com-
mitted to bringing about peace.

As President Clinton remarked and
as King Hussein of Jordan remarked,
the legacy of Mr. Rabin must be to
move forward in the peace process. The
best way to honor Mr. Rabin’s memory
is for all of us to rededicate ourselves
to peace in the Middle East.

My observations of what is happening
in Israel today is that the Israelis are
more united, more committed to peace
than ever before, and I think that is a
fitting tribute to Mr. Rabin’s work.

f

YITZHAK RABIN’S ASSASSINATION

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker,
on Saturday, November 4, the world
suffered a great loss. Prime Minister
Rabin’s leadership and commitment to
peace in the Middle East will be
missed.

His untimely death is nothing less
than tragic, not only to his family and
the people of Israel, but to everyone
who yearns for the end of bloodshed in
the Middle East.

The United States has always stood
beside Israel. Now more than ever, we
must reaffirm our commitment to the
parties involved in the peace process to
ensure that Yitzhak Rabin’s vision be-
comes a reality.

Mr. Speaker, our hearts and prayers
go out to the people of Israel and
Prime Minister Peres.

The challenges of the future are
large, but not insurmountable. Mr.
Rabin has shown us that courage and
perseverance can win the day. Let us
learn from his example.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHAYS). Pursuant to the provisions of
clause 5 of rule I, the Chair announces
that he will postpone further proceed-
ings today on each motion to suspend
the rules on which a recorded vote or
the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 4 of rule XV.

Such rollcall votes, if postponed, will
be taken after debate has concluded on
all motions to suspend the rules, but
not before 6 p.m. today.

f

REAPPOINTMENT OF HOMER AL-
FRED NEAL TO THE SMITHSO-
NIAN BOARD OF REGENTS

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the joint
resolution (H.J. Res. 69) providing for
the reappointment of Homer Alfred
Neal as a citizen regent of the Board of
Regents of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion.

The Clerk read as follows:
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